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Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 


 
Athletic Ministry ~ Dr. James Kyros, Chair ~ 5201 Ellsworth Avenue • Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232-1421 


Telephone: 412-621-8543 • Fax: 412-621-1522 • pittsburgh.goarch.org • Email: goyabasketball@odpgh.org


 
 


To:  Reverend Fathers, GOYA Advisors, Coaches, Players and Participants 
 
From:  Metropolis Youth Commission 
 
Date:  August 20, 2007 
 
RE: RULE CHANGES: Basketball Participation of 12 year olds, high school 


graduates, Baptismal Certificates and Administrative Fees 
 


 
MEMORANDUM 


 
 


The Archdiocesan GOYA Guidelines state that GOYA is a ministry for teenagers in junior 
high or high school (7th to 12th grades). For this reason, after the 2008 Basketball Season, anyone 
who has graduated from high school or over the age 18, will not be eligible as a player for a 
GOYA Basketball Tournament. (The Metropolis Camp Ministry followed this new guideline for 
the 2007 Camp Season.)  


 
The 2007 Season rule change which permitted all 12 year old GOYAns who are in the Seventh 


Grade eligible to play in the Metropolis GOYA Basketball Tournaments will remain in effect for 
the 2008 Season. 


 
Any new players (regardless of age) will be required to submit a copy of their Official 


Baptismal Certificate in order to participate. This will now replace the birth certificate 
requirement. If you do not have a copy of your baptismal certificate, please contact the church 
office of the parish in which the Holy Sacrament was celebrated. They will be able to assist you 
with a replacement certificate. 


 
In order to ensure that all Basketball Forms are received in a timely manner and to cover a 


portion of the costs of the icons presented to graduating seniors, all forms must be received by 
December 1st. A $10 late fee will be assessed for every form postmarked after this date. (The fee 
must be paid upon arrival at the first tournament in order to register.) In order to be fair to all 
participants, this fee will not be waived.  


 
 If you have any questions, please call or e-mail the Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries. (Contact information above.) 
 
  








 


Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh          


 


Mandatory 
Basketball Seminar   for 


GOYA Players, Coaches, Advisors, 
Officers & Host Committees 


 


If you are not involved with the GOYA basketball program this year,  
please contact the current advisors/coaches with this information 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


Sunday, September 16, 2007 ~ 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
 


Western Seminar – St. Haralambos Church 
251 25th Street NW, Canton, OH 44709 – (330) 454-7278 


 


Saturday, September 22, 2007 ~ 10:00 - 12:00 p.m. 
 
 


Central Seminar – Holy Cross Church 
123 Gilkeson Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 – (412) 833-3355   


 


Saturday, September 29, 2007 ~ 11:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
 
 


Eastern Seminar – Annunciation Church 
64 Hershey Avenue, Lancaster, PA  17603 – (717) 394-1735  


These seminars are mandatory for coaches, GOYA advisors, GOYA officers and at least one player 
from each team to review the rules and requirements for participation in the Metropolis basketball 


tournaments. Clergy are encouraged to attend as well to better understand the program. 
 


Basketball Packets will not be mailed! 
 Parishes must be represented in order to participate in the upcoming basketball season.  


Each participating parish is asked pay the Metropolis Administration Fee during these meetings. 
 


If you have any concerns or questions regarding this meeting please contact, 
the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries.  


Ph: 412.621.8543 or e-mail: goyabasketball@odpgh.org 








 


 


 


Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 


 
Rhea Ballas, Acting Coordinator • 5201 Ellsworth Avenue • Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232-1421 


Telephone: 412-621-8543 • Fax: 412-621-1522 • Web: pittsburgh.goarch.org • Email: youth@odpgh.org


 
 


 
RE:   2008 Metropolis of Pittsburgh GOYA Tournament Petition 
 
Date:  August 20, 2007 


 
 


Dear Reverend Fathers, GOYA Advisors and GOYA Presidents: 
 
 
Attached is a Petition to host a 2008 Metropolis of Pittsburgh GOYA Basketball or Volleyball 
Tournament. If you have previously made a request by either e-mail or phone, we ask you to complete 
the formal application process as well. 
 
The tentative basketball tournament dates are:   
 


January 18th – 20th (Martin Luther King Weekend) 
February 15th – 17th (President’s Day Weekend) 
February 29th – March 2nd (Judgement /Meatfare Sunday) 
 


Possible volleyball dates will be made by the parishes willing to host. (See petition.) 
 


The deadline for submitting a tournament petition is September 10th. After this date, tournament host 
parishes will be approved and a listing of parishes attending which tournament will be made.  
Tournament sites and more information will be given at the Mandatory Basketball Seminars.  
 
Please see that the Petition is given to the appropriate persons in your parish so that your request (if 
you choose to request a tournament) reaches the Metropolis Youth Office no later than the September 
10th deadline. If you choose to fax your petition in, please call and confirm receipt: 412.621.8543. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 


                                                                                
Dr. James Kyros, Chairman 
Metropolis of Pittsburgh Athletic Committee 
 


Rhea Ballas 
Acting Coordinator 


 
 
 


 
 







 


 


 


Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 


 
Rhea Ballas, Acting Coordinator • 5201 Ellsworth Avenue • Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232-1421 


Telephone: 412-621-8543 • Fax: 412-621-1522 • Web: pittsburgh.goarch.org • Email: youth@odpgh.org


 
 


2008 GOYA TOURNAMENT PETITION (Basketball & Volleyball) 
 


 
PARISH  ______________________________________________ 
 
CITY/STATE ______________________________________________ 


 
  


We have listed the dates we are willing to host a Metropolis of Pittsburgh Basketball 
Tournament according to preference (1st, 2nd, 3rd) below, and left blank any date we cannot 
host a tournament.  We will inform the Youth Office of our decision no later than September 
10th for consideration. In addition, our Host Committee will attend a Tournament Seminar or 
set a date in 2007 to meet with the Metropolis Youth Coordinator (Director). 


 
___   January 18 – 20 Basketball Tournament Weekend 
 
___   February 15 – 17    Basketball Tournament Weekend 
 
___   February 29 – March 2  Basketball Tournament Weekend 
 
 


We are willing to host a day event -- Metropolis of Pittsburgh Volleyball Tournament in 
either Spring or Fall 2008. Please list the date(s) of your availability: 
 


________________________________________________________ 
    


 
Return this form to: 
Metropolis of Pittsburgh Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
5201 Ellsworth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
Fax: 412-621-1522   E-mail: goyabasketball@odpgh.org 


 
 
Signatures: 


 
 


___________________________________    
 


Parish Priest  
 
 
_ __________________________________  


 


Parish Council President 
 


__________________________________ 
 


GOYA Advisor 
 


 
__________________________________    
 
 


GOYA President
 





